PREFACE

protests against a Logic that has become so formal
as to abstract from meaning altogether.

Third Iy, an elementary Introduction to Pragmatism
was greatly needed, less because the subject Is In-
herently difficult than because it has become so deeply
involved in philosophic controversy. Intrinsically
It should be as easy to make philosophy Intelligible
as any other subject. The exposition of a truth Is
difficult only fco those who have not understood it,
or do not desiro to reveal It. But British philosophy
had long become almost as open as German to the
(German) gibe that 'philosophy is nothing but the
systematic misuse of a terminology Invented ex-
pressly for this purpose/ and Pragmatism, too,
could obtain a hearing only by showing that It
could parley with its foes in the technical language
of 'Kant and Ilegel.

Hence it had no leisure to compose a fitting
Introduction to itself for students of philosophy.
William James's l*ra(imatitunt great as It is as a work
of genius, brilliant as it Is as a contribution to
literature, was intended mainly for the man in the
street. It is so lacking in the familiar philosophic
catchwords that it may be doubted whether any
professor has quite understood it. And moreover,
it was written some years ago, and no longer covers
the whole ground. The other writings of the